8/5/70 


Dear Hal, 


The story in this morning’s vfeshington Post Is too meaningless to copy 
and send you. It reports merely, as part of tnn story, that the Court of Appeals 
has granted a stay in tua retunr of the subpena issued Tom. Tne enclosed latter 
relating to tnis is entirely in confidence. 

Some time ago, when I was disappointed at the reaction, indeed, total 
lack of reaction, even the minor civilities, I told Saul to make no more of my 
materials available to Garry. I then Bald and 1 now insist that cooperation be a 
two-way matter. -And I have had it from the black anti-white attitude. My experiences 
with COUP 1 need not recount. I’ve also hod it about poo le being busy. You know 
ray working habits. 

Howsver, with every day it becomes more tragic that there was po 
interest in getting this work printed and available. It could have donemuch good, 
most of all for those who were least interested in helping in any way. •- have yet 
to get e single black response, for example, and you cannot imagine the number 
of approaches I made, or their diversity. 

At sotae time in the future, some of this may be of 3ome value to 
Tom. If that time comes, you know pretty much wast neve. 

There may be more meaningful stories on this sad on Brown’s testimony 
in your peperss or on the AP ?;ire. If no, - ' d like to keep Hie j.lle up to dote, 
also do not expect to see tne MYTimea today. : Iuey may carry a decent story. 


I do not know now well toe precent cases are reported in tne law 
books, or how well Gross, Garry’s ’Washington lawyer, is aware of them. But 
among the questions 1 think should not be ignored are the legislative purpose 
served by the hearing, whether It is within tne jurisdiction of this committee 
and its subcommittee (government operations), whther or not it is in an area in 
which Congress con legislate (first araondmont) , and 7/hethor, if tnere is a Pos- 
aible legislative purpose, that is, indeed, the -urpose of this committee and its 
subcommittee (where may material can also be of some value). If it pierfs out but 
a single aspect (black/left), then it is not pursuing a genuine legislative 
purpose, for historically, rill of this has been of the extreme of tne right and 
most often by racists (white). Sven good lawyers miss toe obvious, if it is out- 
side tneir experience and something they'either did not study or nave forgotten. 
Omstler’s blunder with the Rap Brown bombing is incredible. n 9 had an opportunity 
any lawyer should hevo regarded as magnificient and he a’ parent ly was entirely 
unaware of it. 

With each day, disgust and dismay increase, as doe3 the beginning of 3 
feeling of futility, More and mors I recall, as my age fcof *rdch > also become 
more conscious) permits, those inexcuseble errors which made hitler possible. If 
this does not and will not stop my work, it also does not facilitate it, nor does 
it work a good influence up^#. it. 

I did write Paul later yesterday, as I told you 1 would, can bring 
you up to date cn the status of the oending litigation. 


Sincerely, 


